Author , 


Title 


Imprint. 


18 — «737»-J  «l>0 


ADDRESS 


OF  THE 
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To  the  People  of  the  JInited  States : 

You  will  sooii  proceed  to  select  your 
representatives  for  a  new  C<uii<ress. 
The  occasion  invites  us  to  submit  for 
your  inspecti(ni  the  record  of  Republican 
achievements  since  that  party  was  called 
to  the  adnsinistration  of  national  affairs. 
We  seize  the  opportunity  to  avow  that 
record,  not  to  apologize  for  it.  We  chal- 
lenge your  approval,  not  your  pardon. 

The  obligations  of  government  and 
people,  like  the  obligations  of  servant 
and  master,  are  mutual. 

The  government,  like  fhe  servant, 
owes  faithful  service.  Rut  the  people, 
like  the  master,  owe  honest  recognition 
of  faithful  service.  Every  thougiitful 
employer  knows  that  he  can  not  with 
impunity  decry  faithful  labor.  He  who 
does  so  habitually  will  soon  have  no 
faithful  laborers.  The  faithful  servant 
will  not  submit  to  be  treated  as  a  faith- 
less one.  If  so  treated,  he  himself  will 
become  faithless,  or  he  will  give  place 
to  one  who  is  faithless. 

DEM-OCRATIC  STATESMANSniP. 

It  is  thirteen  years  since  the  Republi- 
can party  was  tirst  called  to  the  admin- 
istration of  the  National  Government. 
For  more  than  thirty  years  previously 
the  Government  had  been  aimost  unin- 


terruptedly under  Democratic  control. 
Of  that  control  there  is  hardly  a  memory 
left  at  which  the  nation  should  not 
blush.  Seemingly,  it  was  inspired  by  but 
one  ambition— the  bad  ambition  to  make 
our  foreign  policy  as  ignoble  as  our  home 
policy  was  shameless.  Our  intercourse 
with  Powers  weaker  than  ourselves  was 
spirited  enough.  We  bullied  Anstria 
out  of  a  Hungarian  refugee.  We  de- 
spoiled Mexico  of  a  portion  or'  her  terri- 
tory. We  demolished  Greytown.  We 
jingled  millions  m  tlie  ears  of  Spain  as  a 
lure  for  Cuba  and  the  bribe  was  spurned. 

In  1854  three  of  our  Ministers  abroad 
assembled  at  Ost(-nd  and  issued  a  mani- 
testo  in  which  they  declared,  'Mfter 
we  shall  have  offered  Spain  a  price  for 
Cuba  far  beyond  its  present  value,  and 
this  shall  iiave  been  refused,  then  it  will 
be  ti*Tie  to  consider  the  question:  Does 
Cuba  in  the  possession  of  Si)ain  seriously 
endanger  our  internal  i/eace  and  tlie  ex- 
istence of  oar  cherished  Union!  Should 
this  question  be  answered  in  the  aflirraa- 
tive,  then  by  every  law  human  and 
divine  we  shall  be  justified  in  wresting 
it  from  Spain  if  we  possess  the  power." 

It  adds  j)iquancy  to  tliat  extract  to 
know  that  two  of  the  ambassadors  who 
in  18.14  could  think  of  no  way  of  saving 
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"our  cherished  Union''  but  to  wrest 
Cuba  from  Spain  were  Pierre  Soule  and 
John  Y.  Mason.  Tlie  tliird  was  James 
Buchanan. 

But  during  all  that  time,  and  in  spite 
of  all  tliat  gasconade,  there  was  not  a 
single  naturalized  citizen  who  could 
safely  revisit  his  birtii-place.  for  there 
was  not  one  whose  citizenship  was  not 
absolutely  denied  by  the  sovereign  under 
whose  dominion  he  was  born. 

No  American,  native  or  naturalized, 
could  send  a  letter  abroad  except  upon 
onerous  conditions.  We  had  tl)en  formed 
pobt;i.l  conventions  witli  but  seven 
foreign  countries. 

Tlie  lowest  rate  of  postage  stipulated 
in  tiiose  conventions  was  ten  cents  for 
a  letter  weighing  not  more  than  one- 
half  ounce.  The  highest  rate  of  postage 
on  the  same  letter  was  thirty  cents. 

"We  tamely  relinquished  to  Great 
Britain  a  portion  of  our  territory  in  the 
northeast;  anotlier  and  a  larger  portion 
in  the  northwest.  We  described  the 
lino  agreed  upon  in  tlie  northwest  so 
loosely  that  Great  Britain  immediately 
laid  claim  to  large  islands  on  our  side  of 
it.  That  insulting  claim  was  neither 
resisted  nor  admitted.  It  was  compro- 
mised by  permitting  tiie  claimant  to 
hold  armed  possession  of  one  end  of  San 
Juan,  the  most  valuable  of  those  islands, 
while  we  quietly  squatted  on  the  other 
end.  And  wliile,  by  successive  conces 
sions,  we  were  constantly  adding  to  the 
area  of  the  Canadas,  we  stupidly  relin- 
quished to  their  products  free  access  to 
our  markets,  as  the  equivalent  of  being 
allowed  to  send  similar  products  from 
the  Northwest,  through  Canadian  chan- 
nels, to  such  precarious  markets  as  they 
could  hnd  on  the  other  side  of  the  At- 
lantic. 

Such  were  the  achievements  of  our 
diplomacy,  during  those  years  of  Demo- 
cratic supremacy. 

CHEAP  GOVERNMENT. 

The  story  of  our  home  rule  would  be 
sadder  still,  if  anything  sadder  could  be. 

It  has  been  loudly  vaunted  that  those 
were  cheap  admiuisti'ationsl   Compared 


witli  the  exi)enditures  of  these  times 
they  were  cheap,  very  cheap.  Compared 
with  their  worth  to  the  country  they 
were  probably  the  most  profligate  the 
world,  ever  saw.  They  cost  the  people 
from  fifty  to  seventy-five  millions  per 
annum.  Those  millions  maintained  for 
us  the  empty  pageant  we  called  Govern- 
ment. It  was  the  most  worthless  pa- 
geant that  could  be  contrived.  It  was 
not  even  showy;  it  was  vulgar.  It  had 
all  the  features  of  a  government,  but 
without  its  faculties.  There  were  the 
three  regular  organs — legislative,  execu- 
tive, judicial.  There  was  a  constant 
succession  of  Congresses,  Presidents, 
and  courts.  The  courts  of  course  were 
useful  in  hearing  and  determining  pri- 
vate controversies.  But  what  is  there  to 
show  from  the  labors  of  the  political  de- 
partments? It  seemed  to  be  the  sole 
end,  if  not  the  sole  aim,  of  Government 
to  collect  money  enough  yearly  to  p(xy 
itself.  It  did  not  alvvays  succeed  in 
doing  that,  as  many  loan  bills  enacted 
in  times  of  profound  peace  still  bear 
witness.  Indeed,  that  party  was  pecu- 
liarly embarrassed  in  the  collection  of 
revenue.  It  dared  not  levy  a  tax  except 
on  tlie  importation  of  a  foreign  commo- 
dity; and  it  always  dreaded  to  tax  the 
importation  of  a  foreign  commodity  lest 
it  might  unwittingly  promote  some  do- 
mestic industry.  No  well  inlucated 
Democrat  could  tolerate  such  a  result. 
So,  deficient  revenues  were,  from  time 
to  time,  aided  by  loans.  Such  was  the 
case  in  1841,  1842,  and  1840. 

The  first  act,  passed  at  the  first  ses- 
sion of  the  Thirty- fifth  Congress,  au- 
thorized the  issueof  Treasury  notes,  and 
almost  the  last  act  of  the  same  session 
authorized  a  loan.  In  June,  1860,  a  fur- 
ther loan  of  twenty-one  millions  was 
authorized,  and  on  the  8th  of  February, 
IbGl,  an  appeal  was  made  to  the  market 
for  twenty-five  millions  more. 

Through  all  those  years  Congress  as- 
sembled annually.  The  long  sissioiis 
were  extended  over  periods  of  seven, 
eiglit,  and  nine  months.  But,  long  or 
short,  the  sessions  produced  little  in  the 
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way  of  Ic'ijislatioii  beyond  the  tax  aiul 
appropriation  bills.  The  talk  endured 
for  mouths;  tiie  work  was  accomplished 
ill  weeks 

The  first  session  of  the  Thirty-j^cond 
Congress  was  pro'onged  until  the  31st  of 
August.  The  acts  passed  embrace  one 
handled  and  forry-t'our  pajj;es  of  t!ie 
statutes.  All  but  tlie  first  thirty-seven 
pages  are  covered  by  acts  approved  on 
tlie  last  tivo  diiys  of  the  session.  Earlier 
administrations  had  planted  the  Na- 
tional Capital,  liad  franjed  the  leading 
features  of  our  land  system,  had  dedi- 
cated liberal  portions  of  our  public  do- 
main to  the  cause  of  popular  education, 
and  had  commenced  the  Cumberland 
road  and  other  works  of  internal  im- 
provement. When,  after  nearly  thirty 
years  of  misrule,  you  drove  the  Demo- 
cratic party  from  power,  the  Cumberland 
road  was  still  untinisiied,  and  tlie  party 
had  been  educated  to  believe  that  the 
National  Government  had  no  constitu- 
tional power  to  complete  such  work. 

That  singular  faith  did  not  prevent 
the  party  from  enteriitg  upon  such  works, 
but,  seemingly,  only  from  completlny 
them.  They  did  not  refrain  from  mak- 
ing appropriations,  even  for  improving 
livers  and  harbors.  Sometimes  such 
appropriations  were  made  regularly  and 
sometimes  irregularly.  Apparently  tiiey 
were  scrupulous  only  that  appropriations 
should  be  made  at  such  times,  in  such 
sums,  and  for  such  purposes  as  would 
promote  commerce  least  and  party  in- 
terests most.  On  the  approaches  to 
Wilmington,  N.  C,  appropriations  were 
fficide  at  various  times,  amounting  to 
more  than  $300,000.  Wilmington  has 
swelled  from,  a  population  of  seven 
thousand  in  1850  to  thirteen  tiiousand 
in  1870.  On  the  Red  river  in  Louisiana 
tliere  was  expended  at  different  times 
more  than  five  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars. That  river  washes  eight  counties 
in  the  State  of  Louisiarui.  Those  eight 
counties  liad  a  population  in  1840  of  fifty- 
four  thousand  ;  in  1870  of  one  hundi'ed 
and  six  thousand.  On  the  harbor  of 
Chicago,  which  is  the  gateway  to  the 


Northwest,  the  home  of  millions,  th?y 
doled  out  appropriations  amounting  to 
$217,000.  On  the  harbor  at  Milwaukee 
they  appropriated  in  1841  $20,000.  Eight 
years  later  tiiey  resumed  the  work,  ap- 
parently with  the  determination  of  com- 
pleting it.  Fifteen  thousand  dollars 
were  ai)propriated  that  year.  Tlie  year 
following  they  appropriated  the  munifi- 
cent sum  of  $1G3  91,  and  then  rested 
from  that  lal)or.  Congress  voted  other 
ai)pro[)iia,tions  for  similar  works,  which 
encountered  tlie  E.<ecutive  veto;  and 
Democratic  riei)resentatives,finding  they 
must  disobey  either  President  or  t»eoi)]e, 
decided  to  disobey  the  latter  and  obey 
the  former. 

THE   LOUISVILLE   CANAL. 

A  great  natural  highway,  the  Ohio 
river,  along  whcii  is  [>  turel  a  commerce 
of  incalculable  Vc-lue,  was  obstructed  by 
a  rapid  near  Louisville.  Tlie  interests 
of  that  commerce  required  a  canal  to  be 
built  around  those  rapids.  Congress  did 
not  assume  that  duty,  nor  even  let  it 
alone.  The  State  of  Kentucky  char- 
tered a  company  to  construct  that  canal 
and  to  toll  the  commerce  of  the  Ohio. 
The  United  States  aspired  to  the  dignity 
of  a  stockholder  in  that  company,  and 
achieved  it.  The  Government  took  and 
paid  for  2,902  shares,  at  one  hundred 
dollars  each.  Private  parties  took  7,098 
shares.  The  canal  was  built,  the  tolls 
were  fixed,  commerce  bled,  and  the  com- 
pany's treasury  filled.  The  revenues 
were  so  large  it  seemed  a  pity  the  Gov- 
ernment should  share  them.  But  as  a 
stockholder,  the  Government  was  enti- 
tled to  nearly  one-third  of  the  net  rev- 
enues. The  Government  was  not  repre- 
sented in  the  management  of  the  com- 
pany. That  was  governed  by  five  di- 
rectors, each  of  whom  was  a  stockholder. 
Those  directors  concluded  they  could 
make  a  better  use  of  the  revenues  than 
to  divide  them  with  the  Government, 
To  that  end  they  resolved  the  canal  ought 
to  be  ma<le  free.  In  order  that  it  miglrt 
become  free  it  was  resolved  that  the  net 
revenues  should  he  applied  to  the  pur- 
chase of  theprivate  stock.    Having  found 
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a  market  for  the  stock,  there  was  noth- 
ing left  but  to  fix  tlie  i>rice  of  it.  That 
was  modestly  set  by  tin-  directors  at  only 
fifty  i)er  cent,  premium. 

Kentucky  sanctioned  thearrangement; 
the  United  Stiites  was  not  consulted. 
But  it  was  evideut  tiiat  if  the  eMinings 
which  belonged  to  the  United  States 
were  appropriated  to  purcliase  i)rivate 
stock,  the  United  States  would  soon 
own  a  majority  of  the  stock.  To  avoid 
such  a  catastrophe,  Kentucky  req  lired 
the  directors  to  pay  for  the  stock  with 
Government  funds,  but  to  have  the 
stock  transferred  to  the  directors,  wlio 
siiould  hold  it  in  trust  for  the  United 
States,  l3ut  vote  on  it  as  the  legislation 
of  Kentucky  required. 

In  pursuance  of  these  directions,  the 
directors  proceeded  to  apply  tlie  suri)lus 
oarnings  to  the  puichase  of  the  private 
stock.  Between  1812  and  ISoothny  \rd\(j 
for  such  stock,  of  tlie  {)ar  value  of  $709,- 
800,  the  sum  of  $1,709,262.  Then  the 
directors  admitted  they  had  received 
enough,  and  notified  tiie  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  they  were  ready  to  trans- 
fer- tlie  canal  to  the  custody  of  the  '"Gen- 
eral Government  so  soon  as  the  Depart- 
ment may  be  prepared  to  receive  it." 
But  it  happened  that  at  that  time  the 
Secretary  was  also  a  Kentuckian.  He 
evidently  felt  that  he  could  take  some 
liberties  with  his  friends,  lie  accord- 
ingly replied  that  Congress  had  not  au- 
thorized tlie  acceptance,  "but  requested 
the  president  and  directors  each  to  retain 
one  share,  (for  eligibility,)  and  to  man- 
age it  under  tlie  charter  until  authority 
might  by  law  be  conferred  on  the  De- 
partment to  receive  it."  The  president 
and  directors  very  promptly  acceded  to 
that  requeivt.  It  should  be  noticed  that 
the  conduct  of  the  Secretary  exhibits  an 
instance  of  deference  to  legislative  au- 
thority on  the  part  of  a  high  executive 
offlcoi  which  is  believed  to  be  quite 
unique.  He  could  not  feel  free  to  take 
charge  of  the  canal  himself,  because 
Congress  liad  not  told  him  to  do  so  ;  ac- 
cordinglij  he  yave  it  to  his  friends.  Such 
exhibitions  of  scrupulous  regard  for  tlie 


limits  of  jurisdiction  are  seldom  wit- 
nessed. It  is  gratifying  to  know  that 
this  one  ivas  duly  rewarded.  Wlien  the 
distinguished  Secretary  retired  from  the 
Treasury  he  loas  made  prtsident  of  ike 
canal  compani/. 

Of  tlie  subsequent  management,  it  \s 
only  nece.s3ary  to  state  that  the  directors 
at  once  reduced  the  rate  of  tolls  fifty  iier 
cent.  But  as  tiie  canal  was  only  two- 
miles  long,  and  there  were  only  five  di- 
rectors, they  could  manage  to  st>end 
for  their  own  salaries  and  that  of  tlieir 
assistants  but  $44,012  [)er  annum,  to 
which  they  added  $22,000" for  contingen- 
cies ;  consequently  the  revenues  accumu- 
lated in  the  treasury  of  the  company. 
To  make  that  money  useful,  the  directors 
organized  themselves  into  a  savings 
bank,  and  then  the  canal  company  de- 
posited their  sur[)lus  witli  the  banking 
company.  If  the  latter  received  as  much 
for  the  use  of  the  revenues  as  the  former 
did  for  collecting,  they  ouglit  to  have 
been  content.  But  avarice  rarely  is  con- 
tent. This  anomalous  corporation,  with 
one  body,  one  head,  but  two  faces,  was 
not  content.  Wiien  it  was  ascertained 
how  profit;ible  they  could  make  money 
derived  from  the  work  they  did  not  own, 
they  desired  to  get  more  money. 

They  hit  upon  the  expedient  of  hy- 
pothecating tlie  canal  and  raisirrg  money 
under  pretense  of  enlarging  it.  In  1860 
Congress  autlxorized  the  directors,"  with 
the  revenues  and  creditsof  the  company, 
to  enlarge  the  said  canal."  Under  tliafc 
act  the  company  mortgaged  the  work  for 
some  two  millions  of  dollars  ;  and  it  is 
not  yet  known  whether  the  Government 
will  be  able  to  recover  it  or  not. 

OTHER      SPECIMENS     OF      DEMOCRATIC 
RULE. 

That  party  did  not  overtiirn  our  land, 
system,  notwithstanding  it  was  a  very 
good  one.  During  tlie  year  I84I  the 
system  was  much  improved  ;  that  must 
be  confessed.  But  the  Democratic  party 
was  not  in  power  that  year.  We  ought 
also  gratefully  to  remember  that  the 
grants  of  land  made  for  educational 
purposes  were  not  repealed.    The  fact 
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furnishes  a  strikinf?  illustration  of  spar- 
inj?  mercy.  But  the  plKniomeuou  is  not 
didicult  to  exphiin.  Such  grants 
were  made  only  to  States  in  which 
the  lands  were.  >  Such  lands  were 
found  f(n'  tiie  most  part  only  in  nevv 
States.  The  new  States  were  very  unani- 
mously Democratic  in  politics.  The 
States  I'eceiving  the  grants  could  alone 
administer  them,  and  the  party  seems  to 
have  felt  "confuleut  that  grants  so  ad- 
ministered would  not  promote  the  cause 
of  education  more  than  grants  of  money 
had  i)roui()ted  the  cause  of  commerce. 
All  who  are  familiar  with  the  early  ex- 
periences of  the  school  funds  in  the 
Southern  and  some  of  the  Western 
States,  will  need  no  other  assurance  that 
that  confidence  was  not  misplaced. 

The  Capitol  was  not  transplanted. 
But  when  the  Democratic  party  retired 
from  control,  in  1861,  scarcely  a  building 
belonging  to  tlie  Government  was  fin- 
ished. Perhaps,  however,  tlie  party 
would  have  avoided  that  cause  of  re- 
proach if  they  had  earlier  formed  the 
design  of  transferring  those  buildings 
to  tlie  use  of  another  government. 

Armies  were  then  maintained.  Their 
ranks  were  thin,  but  they  were  sumptu- 
ously otlieered — otlicered  far  too  largely 
by  those  who  had  been  educated  in  every 
soldierly  grace  save  that  of  allegiance. 

A  navy  was  suffered  to  exist.  But  as 
it  was  found  a  little  too  loyal  to  desert 
its  tlag.  and  a  little  too  gallant  to  sur- 
I'ender  it,  when  the  hour  of  national 
peril  arrived,  that  navy  was  scattered 
in  remote  seas. 

DO-NOTIIIXO    POLICY. 

The  Presidents  of  tliose  half-forgotten 
years  were  as  diligent,  by  annual  and 
special  messages,  to  exphiin  why  tlie 
Fcderal(T()vernmentcould  do  nothing,  as 
theCouiiresses  were  to  do  notiiing.  Like 
the  two  brothers  engaged  in  the  temper- 
ance cause,  one  of  whom  lectured  on  the 
evils  of  intemperance,  while  the  otijer 
furnished  a  shocking  example;  so  Dem- 
ocratic Presidents  were  perennially  elo- 
quent in  expounding  the  impotency  of 
the  National  Guverument,  vviiile  Di^mo- 


cratie  Congresses  were  as  persistent  in 
illustrating  it. 

The  pretext  for  this  strange  sluggish- 
ness vvasan  amiableoue.  Constitutional 
inhibitions  were  pleaded  in  excuse  for 
all  omissions.  They  constantly  neglect- 
ed great  national  interests,  because  they 
feared  to  infringe  upon  the  prerogative 
of  States  ;  they  proclaimed  themselves 
the  champions  of  States'  rights  ;  they 
arrogated  to  themselves  the  name  of  the 
States'  rights  party. 

It  was  a  specious  pretense,  but  it  was 
utterly  insincere.  So  long  as  our  ar- 
chives remain,  so  long  that  very  party 
will  be  known  as  the  one  which  struck 
the  foulest  blow  at  the  rights  of  States 
which  could  be  contrived. 

That  is  the  party  which,  on  the  18th 
of  September,  1850,  wrote  the  fugitive 
slave  act  in  tiie  statute  book,  l^y  that 
act  the  United  States  commanded  the 
Federal  courts  to  multiply  court  com- 
missioners without  limit.  By  that  act 
tlie  United  States  offered  such  commis- 
sioners a  clean  bounty  of  five  dollars 
eaci),  for  certificates  that  residents  of 
Massachusetts,  or  of  any  other  State, 
were  fugitives  from  Texas  or  some  other 
State;  and  when  such  a  certificate  was 
obtained,  pledged  all  its  forces  to  remove 
such  resident  to  tiie  State  wherein  he 
was  claimed;  which  madethat certificate, 
so  purchased,  of  such  hucksters,  conclu- 
sive evidence  of  the  right  to  remove, 
and  commanded  every  tribunal  within 
the  insulted  State  to  be  still,  and  all  its 
citizens  to  aid  the  outrage — a  statute  the 
very  first  victim  of  which  was  a  freeman 
from  Pennsylvania,  who,  being  declared 
a  fugitive  by  a  five-dollar  commissioner, 
was  transported  to  Virginia  by  the 
United  States,  and  finding  no  man  there 
base  enough  to  claim  him,  he  was  al- 
lowed to  get  back  at  his  own  expense. 

In  all  those  yeiirs  the  national  charac- 
ter luid  not  been  raised  an  inch.  On 
the  contrary,  through  them  all,  it  had 
fallen  constantly  lower  and  lower. 

When  England  and  France  proposed, 
in  185:2,  to  join  with  the  United  States 
in  muluiil  renunciation  of  all  designs  on 
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Cuba,  an  American  Secretary  of  State 
di(i  not  hesitate  to  assign  as  a  reason  for 
refusing  to  join  sucii  a  convention,  "that 
it  wonld  give  a  new  and  powerful  im- 
petus" to  attacks  '•on  the  island  of  Cuba, 
by  lawless  bands  of  adventurers  from 
the  United  States,  with  the  avowed  de- 
sign of  taking  possession  of  theisland" — 
attacks  which,  he  argued,  no  adminis- 
tration would  be  strong  enough  to  resist. 

NO  POWEIl  TO  SAVE  THE  GOVERNMENT. 

A  government  vvliich  denied  its  right 
to  aid  commerce  over  tlie  Des  Moines 
Eapids,  and  whicii  advertised  its  impo- 
tency  to  control  itsown  fillibusters.  could 
hardly  be  expected  to  make  a  becoming 
figure  when  confronted  with  w.ir.  When, 
therefore,  in  1861,  the  standard  of  rebel- 
lion was  raised,  and  State  after  State 
wheeled  deliantly  into  tlie  ranks  of  re- 
volt, it  was  periiaps  not  so  very  surpris- 
ing tiiat  ooe-half  the  Democratic  party 
joined  the  revolt,  while  the  other  half 
exclaimed  it  could  not  be  resisted — not  so 
very  surprising  that  the  six  per  cent, 
bonds  issued  in  February,  1861,  were 
sold  at  a  discount  of  six  per  cent.,  and 
not  sovery  surprising  that  Great  Britain 
should  have  proclaimed  the  rebels  to  be 
lawful  belligerents,  before  she  knew  a 
gun  had  been  lired. 

But  it  was  surprising  that  a  President 
of  the  United  States  should  address  a 
special  message  to  Congress  to  persuade 
the  public  that,  altliough  the  rebellion 
was  illegal,  yet  the  Government  had  no 
right  to  suppress  it;  for  by  tijat  act  he 
introduced  to  the  world  a  Government, 
the  like  of  which  had  never  before  been 
seen — a  Government  cgaimt  wliich  it 
was  unlawful  to  revolt,  and  hij  which  it 
was  unlawful  to  suppress  revolt.  Such 
a  government  is  described  nowhere  in 
political  history,  save  in  the  message 
of  President  Buchanan. 

Such  was  the  style  of  administration, 
to  which  the  Republican  party  succeeded 
on  the  4tii  of  March,  1861.  That  party 
was  instructed  to  but  one  duty.  As  you 
had  never  known  the  National  Govern- 
ment to  do  anytiiing,  you  evidently  did 
not  expect  it  to  do  much.     You  simply 


commanded  it  to  save  your  Territories 
fj'om  the  detilement  of  slavery  ;  that  was 
all. 

THE   ORDER   OnEYED. 

That  command  has  been  fulfilled. 
There  is  no  slavery  in  any  of  your  Terri- 
tories. Tiiat  will  scarcely  be  denied 
even  by  the  opposition  journals.  There 
is  just  as  little  slavery  in  any  of  the 
Slates.  Something  more  tiian  you  then 
thought  possible  has  been  accomi)lished. 

OTHER   THINGS    ACCOMPLISHED. 

But  there  is  no  need  to  dwell  u()on  tlie 
national  achievements  of  the  last  thir- 
teen years — they  were  too  conspicuous 
not  to  have  been  seen;  they  are  too  re- 
cent to  be  forgotten.  It  will  suffice  to 
present  a  schedule  of  the  leadingevents. 

At  home  and  abroad  the  Union  was 
proclaimed  to  be  dissolved  in  1>G1.  The 
Union  is  restored  now. 

Nine  States  tlien  claimed  to  have  left 
the  protection  of  the  Constitution  for- 
ever. They  have  all  returned  to  that 
protection  now.  "Those  that  thou  gavest 
me  I  have  kept,  and  none  is  lost,"  said 
the  Saviour  of  men.  The  Republican 
party  has  preserved  more  than  the  States 
you  committed  to  its  keeping.  It  has 
found  those  whicli  were  lost. 

In  1861  the  "Confederate  States  of 
America,"  so  called,  were  chunoring  for 
admission  into  the  family  of  nations. 
There  is  no  longer  any  such  pretense. 
Each  one  of  tiiose  great  but  misguided 
communities  now  has  honorable  recog- 
nitio;i  as  an  integral  part  of  the  United 
States. 

A  race  numbering  millions  has  been 
raised  from  the  condition  of  chattels  to 
the  state  of  man.  Human  rights  have 
gained  the  sanction  of  three  new  chap- 
ters added  to  the  national  Constitution. 
Murder  organized  in  several  States,  bear- 
ing the  name  of  Kuklux,  wearing  the 
garb  and  plying  the  trade. of  fiends,  has 
been  exposed,  convicted,  punished. 

Abroad  our  career  has  been  scarcely 
less  triumphant.  Great  Britain  has  cor- 
rected tiie  mistake  she  made  when  she 
assumed  tiiat  the  appearance  of  the  Con- 
federate States  was  the  sure  premoui- 
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tion  of  tlie  departure  of  tlie  United 
States.  Slie  has  done  vvliat  Great  Britain 
never  did  before— slie  lias  apoloyizt^d  for 
a  mistalie.  Out  of  tiiat  mistake  lias 
spruui?  a  new  era  in  dii)lomacy. 

Witliout  tlie  employment  of  force,  but 
peaceably,  the  Kepublic  which  was  de- 
tied  by  her  own  citizens,  and  despised 
everywliere  in  1861,  has  led  Great  Britain 
voluntarily  to  submit  her  conduct  to  the 
judffmeiitof  nations,  and  in  pursuance 
of  their  judgment,  she  lias  paid  a  fine  of' 
fifteen  millions  for  tlie  wrong  she  did  us. 

That  is  not  all.  Those  islands  to  which 
slie  made  claim  on  our  Isfortliwest  coast 
tire  relinquished.  That  claim  Great  Brit- 
ain submitted  to  the  judgment  of  the 
Emperor  of  North  Germany,  and  submit- 
ted herself  to  tlie  mortification  of  being 
told  to  surrender  it.  She  was  not  award- 
ed an  equivalent  for  it.  She  was  simply 
told  she  had  claimed  great  possessions 
to  which  she  had  no  right. 

Tliat  is  not  all.  If  there  ever  was  one 
priiii'i[»leof  Englisli  jurisprudence  which 
England  believed  to  be  irreversible  and 
unalterable,  it  was  the  principle  that  a 
British-born  subject  oould  never  cliange 
his  allegiance.  "Once  a  Briton,- always  a 
Briton"  was  a  law  she  held  to  be  as  fixed 
as  gravitation.  Siie  fought  one  war  with 
us  ill  defense  of  it.  But  after  seeing 
our  pitiful  army  of  eleven  thousand  men 
suddenly  swollen  by  volunteers  to  nearly 
a  million,  slie  wisely  concluded  it  was 
BOt  wortii  while  to  fight  another  war  in 
defense  of  that  principle,  and  by  peace- 
ful negotiation  she  has  repealed  the  law 
she  so  long  and  so  obstinately  held  to  be 
irrepealabie.  Germany  has  followed 
tiiat  wise  example,  or  rather  set  the  ex- 
ample. Belgium,  Sweden,  Norway,  and 
Denmark  have  done  the  same,  and  now 
when  the  Republic  grants  the  boon  of 
citizenship  t^  one  of  Irish,  Englisli,  Ger- 
man, or  Scandinavian  birth,  the  grant  is 
recognized  in  the  land  of  his  nativity. 

POSTAGE   llEFOUJI. 

Tliat  is  not  all.  If  lie  can  not  revisit 
his  home,  but  cares  to  write,  a  letter  can 
be  carried  with  marvelous  celerity  and 
at  trifling  cost.     The  following  table  ex- 


hibits the  great  reductions  made  in  the 
rates  of  foreign  postage  by  postal  con- 
ventions framed  since  1861 : 
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OUR   POWER   VINDICATED. 

^Vlieii  in  Oc'tober  last,  a  Spanish  vice 
consul  in  Cuba  so  far  forgot  the  resi)ect 
due  to  the  United  States  as  to  seize 
upon  a  vessel  sailing  under  the  protec- 
tion of  her  flag,  Spain  prom ptl}^  without 
the  firing  of  a  gun  or  spilling  a  drop  of 
blood,  made  that  honorable  reparation 
which  every  just  government  is  glad  to 
make  for  a  wi'ong  done, 

MATERIAL    DEVELOPMENT. 

And  this  is  not  all.  Our  material 
development  has  kept  pace  with  our 
political  reforms,  and  despite  the  dis- 
couragement to  immigration,  and  the 
positive  drain  of  a  great  war  lasting 
four  j'ears,  our  population  increased  be- 
tween 1860  and  1870  more  than  seven 
millions.  The  increase  was  but  a  little 
more  than  eight  millions  during  the 
previous  decade.  In  spite  of  tlie  enor- 
mous cost  of  that  same  war,  both  in 
money  and  in  muscle,  our  lines  of  com- 
pleted railways  have  increased  from 
31,0C0  miles,  at  the  close  of  1861,  to  al- 
aiost  7J,000,  at  the  close  of  1873.  One 
iron  track  spans  tlie  continent ;  others 
are  projected  and  more  or  less  advanced 
in  construction.  That  vast  region  be- 
tween the  Rocky  Mouutain  range  and 
'•.he  Sierra  Nevadas,  which  was  almost 
unknown  in  1861,  is  now  traversed  by 
highways  in  every  direction,  and  its 
geography  'S  as  familiar  to  our  cliildreu 
as  the  geograi'iy  of  New  England  was  to 
the  chiklren  of  iS31.  And  here,  within 
this  very  Republic  which  thirteen  years  ' 
ago  the  faithless  Democracy  turred  over 
to  the  iiepublican  party  for  burial,  capi- 
talhas  combined  to  construct  more  miles 
of  railway  than  all  tiie  rest  of  the  world 
possesses.  Harbors  and  rivers  have 
been  improved,  and  tlie  trade  of  our 
Western  lakes  and  rivers  now  employs  a 
commercial  m.arine  exceeding  1,200,000 
tons. 

Enlarged  facilities  for  trade  have 
swelled  tlie  volume  of  trade. 

PUBLIC  CliEDIT  ADVANCED. 

Two  facts  are  sufficiently  eloquent  of 
our  national  growth.  First.  Tiiesixper 
cent,  bonds  issued    in  February,   1861, 


sold  for  ninety-four  cents  on  the  dollar. 
The  nation  then  owed  li>ut  sixty  million 
dollars.  The  same  bonds  sold  in  June, 
187-1,  as  high  as  122 \  cents  on  the  dollar, 
in  currency,  or  a  fraction  over  110  in 
gold,  altliough  tlie  nation  then  owed  two 
thousand  million  dollars.  Second.  The 
value  of  annual  exports  of  domestic 
commodities  increased  from  three  hun- 
dred and  seventy-three  million  in  1860  to 
six  hundred  and  forty-nine  million  in 
1873,  being  an  inci'ease  during  tlie  j)eriod 
of  two  hundred  and  seventy-six  million 
dollars. 

There  are  those  bold  enough  to  assert 
that  the  country  is  now  governed  worse 
instead  of  better  than  formerly.  Some 
may  be  found  weak  enough  to  believe 
such  assertions.  But  it  requires  a  great 
deal  of  declamation  to  prove  that  the 
day  is  cold  when  the  mercury  stands  at 
98  in  the  shade.  The  mercury  won't  lie. 
Men  unhappily  sometimes  do.  And  it 
will  require  a  great  deal  of  rhetoric  to 
persuade  this  country  that  it  is  bein? 
ruined  by  a  Government  which  in  thir- 
teen years  has  advanced  its  credit 
throughout  the  money  markets  of  the 
world  fully  thirty-three  per  cent,  and 
has  nearly  trebled  its  surplus  produc- 
tions. 

LAND    POLICY. 

But  this  is  not  all.  Since  the  advent 
of  the  Iiepublican  party  the  finishing 
touches  have  been  given  to  our  land  sys- 
tem. It  was  long  ago  adjudged  that  n 
dollar  and  a  quarter  was  a  full  equiva- 
lent for  an  acre  of  the  public  domain. 
Accordingly  that  was  fixed  as  the  miyii- 
mum  price.  That  gave  to  the  Govern- 
ment $200  for  a  quarter  section  of  land. 
But  Rei)ublicanism  adjudged  that  a  far- 
mer was  more  worth  to  the  country  than 
$200,  and  so  it  has  tendered  a  liomestead 
not  exceeding  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  to  every  head  of  a  family  who  will 
make  a  farm  upon  it.  And  in  view  of 
a  fact  which  no  State  can  afford  to 
overlook,  to  wit :  that  a  successful  agri- 
culture is  the  primal  necessity  and  grand 
inspiration  of  every  other  industry,  and 
that,  to  be  truly  successful,  agriculture, 
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like  every  other  eraft,  should  be  learned, 
prosperous  colleges  have  been  endowed 
out  of  the  public  domain,  wlierein  field 
culture  may  be  reared  from  the  rank  of 
a  craft  to  the  dignity  of  a  science;  to 
the  grandeur  even  of  an  art. 

But,  as  establishing  the  future  land 
policy  of  t!ie  lle[)ublican  party,  the  fol- 
lowing resolution  of  the  House  of  Kei)- 
reseiitaLives  is  submitted  : 

Ec-iolcfd.  Tliat  in  the  judgment  of  this 
House  Ihe  policy  of  granting  subsidies 
in  i)ubli(*  land  to  raib/ojid  aiul  other  cor- 
porations ought  to  be  discontinued;  ;ind 
that  every  consideration  of  public  policy 
and  cqiiiil  justice  to  the  whole  people. re- 
quires tiiat  tiK- public  hinds  of  the  ITiiited 
States  should  be  held  for  the  exclusive 
purpose  of  securing  homesteads  to  actual 
settlers,  under  the  homestead  and  pre- 
emiition  laws,  subject  to  reasonable  ap 
propriations  of  such  lands  for  educa- 
tional purposes. 

THE   UNION   PRESERVED. 

Fellow-citizens,  when  you  committed 
the  Union  to  the  keeping  of  the  liepub- 
licau  party,  it  .seemed  on  the  verge  of 
dissolution.  Many  hoped  and  some 
feared  it  liad  received  an  incurable 
wound.  We  present  the  Union  to  you 
to-day  every  wliit  whole.  The  Republic 
is  at  peace  througliout  all  her  borders; 
she  is  at  peace  with  all  the  world.  Her 
rightfid  authority  is  disputed  nowhere  ; 
heroi/inions  are  respected  everywhere 
She  stands  in  the  very  vanguard  of  sov- 
ereign States.  We  challenge  history  to 
produce  another  instance  of  a  country 
raised  from  such  humiliation  to  such 
grandeur  in  so  short  a  time.  And  tills 
transformation  has  been  wrought  not 
merely  without  the  aid  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  but  in  spite  of  its  utmost 
hostility. 

THE  OPPOSITIOJI'  KEVI1EWED. 

You  have  seen  the  siiortconiings  of 
that  party  in  administration.  Its  faults 
in  opposition  have  been  still  more  glar- 
ing. Perhaps  they  can  be  forgiven  for 
allowing  the  ship  of  State  to  drift  so 
near  the  rocks.  But  how  can  they  be 
forgiven  their  struggles  to  prevent  her 
from  being  snatched  from  that  peril  V 
That  charity,  which  delights  to  tiiiukno 


evil,  may  excuse  their  omission  to  lift 
the  country;  Ui)on  the  plea,  of  incompe- 
tency. But  not  charity  itself  can  see 
anything  but  malignancy  in  their  per- 
sistent efforts  to  prevent  tiie  country 
from  being  lifted.  The  world  does  not 
resent,  but  rather  pities,  the  helpless 
crew  under  whose  seamanship  Jesus 
sailed  for  the  country  of  the  (iadarenes. 
It  is  i)lain  they  could  not  still  the  winds 
which  threatened  to  sink  the  sliij).  But 
if  they  had  attempted  to  throw  the  Sa- 
viour overboard  when  he  appeared  to 
rebuke  those  impious  winds,  the  world 
would  have  known  no  pity  lor  the  crew. 
And  that  i  >  the  great  Democratic  offense 
which  still  smells  to  heaven;  not  tliat 
they  did  nothing  for  the  country,  but 
that  they  fiercely  opposed  everything 
that  was  done  for  the  country.  It  would 
not  be  quite  true  to  say  that  tlie  Demo- 
cratic party  opposed  the  national  etiort 
to  suppress  the  rebellion  ;  that  would 
have  been  high  treason.  It  would  be 
(piite  as  far  from  the  truth  to  say  th  it 
tiiey  promoted  that  effoit.  The  rebellion 
could  not  have  lasted  two  years  had  the 
Democratic  party  continued  in  that  ♦pa- 
triotic purpose  which  Douglas  for  a 
season  inspired.  But  Douglas  died,  and 
so  did  that  purpose. 

Wit!)  a  sagacity,  a  steadfastness,  and  a 
clearness  of  vision  which,  if  employed  in 
a  good  cause,  would  be  of  inestimable 
value,  tlie  Democi-atic  i)arty  found  that 
covert,  narrow,  and  devious  way  which 
lay  between  loyalty  and  treason,  and 
they  pursued  that  way  from  tlie  middle 
of  the  year  1862  to  the  end  of  the  war, 
always  avoiding  the  rebuke  of  tiieir 
country's  laws  and  also  the  reproach  of 
their  country's  foes. 

But  even  for  this  stinted  measure  of 
loyalty  there  may  have  been  some  excuse. 
It  may  have  sprung  from  lack  of  failh 
and  not  from  want  of  love.  Tiiey  ])ro- 
fessed  to  believe  the  rebellion  invincible, 
and,  if  they  really  believed  so,  they  could 
hardly  be  expected  to  display  mucii  zeal 
in  a  struggle  they  believed  to  be  ho|)eless. 
The  spirits  are  rare  and  very  choice  who 
lead  a  forlorn  hope  with  anylhing  like 
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gayet}-.  But  tliose  who  lead  a  real  hope, 
no  matter  ho.w  forlorn,  and  do  not 
merely  follow  a  dread,  are  not  apt  to 
look  so  dismal  as  these  Democrats 
did  wiien  the  rebellion  was  finally 
cruslicd. 

Possibly,  however,  even  tliat  singular 
dejection  was  but  tlie  effect  of  mortifica- 
tion at  their  own  raisjud;?ment  and  want 
of  prevision.  But  wlien  the  rebellion 
was  crusliedand  they  were  invited  to  aid 
in  removing  its  cause,  as  well  as  a 
cause  for fnture  rebellions,  by  abolishing 
slavery,  they  refused  to  do  that  !  How 
can  tliat  refusal  be  excused  or  for- 
giveti  V  Tlie  great  act  of  emancipation, 
while  it  is  the  grandest  in  history,  is  also 
the  least  expensive.  It  cost  nothingbut 
a  vote,  yet  even  this  they  refused  to  give. 
By  simply  writing  "  yes  "  upon  their  bal- 
lots, instead  of  ''no,"  they  knew  they 
could  give  freedom  to  four  millions  of 
human  beings.  They  were  sure  of  vic- 
tory if  they  said  "yes  ;"  they  could  only 
hope  for  victory  if  they  said  "  no  " — and 
yet  they  said  "  no."  It  was  a  mere  ques- 
tion of  volition.  The  question  was 
sqitarelv  put  to  them  after  they  !iad  been 
led  shudderingclearthrougli  the  Red  sea 
and  stood  dry  on  the  other  shore — stood, 
too,  in  that  marvelous  blaze  which 
irradiates  the  nineteenth  century  as  it 
sinks  into  tlie  twentieth — they  were 
plainly  asked  "•  Are  you  willing  the  bond 
should  be  free?"  and  they  said  "no." 
Wli^u  is  that  generation  coming,  and 
whence" T?jt  \?0.'.ning.,  tliat  shj.ll  ex<iJl.'-:i.'Ci' 
forgive  that  impious  refusal  ? 

And  when,  in  spite  of  Democratic  re- 
sistance the  b(nid  had  been  made  free 
and  secured  against  a  return  to  slavery 
by  an  amendment  to  the  Federal  Consti- 
tution, this  same  opposition  was  asked 
once  more,  ''  May  the  freed  men  betiome 
citi2.ens  and  be  admitted  to  civil  riglits  V-' 
And  again  the  answer  was  "  no." 

And  when,  in  spite  of  that  resistance, 
the  fieedmen  iiad  been  made  citizens  the 
Democracy  was  asked,  "May  tiiese  citi- 
zens, tliough  they  be  black,  have  the  pro- 
tection of  the  ballot  which  the  law  be- 
nignly grants  to   all  citizens,    however 


humble,  of  every  other  color  ?"  And 
again  the  answer  was  "  no." 

And  when  the  Kuklux,  armed  with 
brand  and  bludgeon,  hunted  the  new- 
made  citizen  by  night,  hunted  him 
through  swamps  and  pursued  him  to 
death — when  the  local  authorities  stood 
powerless  in  the  presence  of  organized 
murder  and  arson,  and  this  opposition 
was  ap])ealed  to  to  lend  the  protection  of 
the  national  tribunals  to  the  victims  of 
such  incarnate  hate,  they  still  luockedat 
such  calamities  and  refused  all  relief. 

It  is  often  flippantly  said  that  all  these 
crimes  and  horrors  are  past,  and  it  is 
absurd  to  attempt  to  maintain  a  politi- 
cal party  on  the  memory  of  them.  Per- 
haps so.  But  would  it  not  be  insane  to 
trust  a  political  party  tiiat  could  so 
readily  forget  them?  It  is  not  magnani- 
mous, it  is  indeed  hardly  manly,  to  per- 
secute men  for  sins  of  which  they  have 
really  repented.  But  that  is  not  repen- 
tance, itishyprocrisy,  which  professes  to 
repent  of  sins  and  does  not  forsake  them, 
but  embraces  worse  ones.  Such  is  the 
anomalous  repentance  displayed  by  the 
Democi'atic  party.  It  never  ceases  to 
denounce  the  Republican  party  for  what 
it  has  done  or  is  trying  to  do,  but  it 
straightway  thunders  with  fiercer  de- 
nunciations of  what  tlie  party  has  not 
done  and  is  determined  shall  not  be  done. 
The  moment  Democrats  forget  to  decry 
Llepiiblic  111  policies  they  begin  to  belie 
liepublican  motives.  For  twenty  years 
they  deemed  it  sufficiently  opprobrious 
to  call  Republicans  "  liadicals ;"  now 
tiiey  claim  to  be  radicals  themselves  and 
denounce  lle{)ublicaiis  as  rascals. 

DEMOCIIATIC  PROMISES. 

Since  the  early  part  of  187:2  they  have 
been  diligently  seeking  to  suborn  rene- 
gade Repul)licaiisto  turn  states' evidence 
and  to  swear  that  all  polilieal  virtue  is 
in  those  discomfited  forces  wliicii  resisted 
tlie  [irogress  of  the  last  decade,  and  all 
villainy  is  in  the  forces  which  marshaled 
that  progress.  To  such  witnesses  they 
have  lavishly  offered  honors,  olllces, 
dignities,  presidencies,  everything  which 
could  be  made  the  subject  of  a  promise. 
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To  answer  to  any  name  ;  to  jirofess 
eve;y  crefd  ;  to  follow  any  Maji';  toslecii 
in  any  be.!  ;  to  fiate-rniZH  with  all  I'ac:- 
ti(>iis;an(l  to  offer  a  salve  for  every  sore — 
sucli  is  the  niissiou  of  the  oiiposition 
to-day.  Never  before  in  pol'iics  was  a 
lie  enacted  so  transpaient  and  so  anda- 
cious  as  that  paraded  liy  the  Democratic 
party  in  1872.  when  they  gravely  inlro- 
dneed  Horace  Greeley  to  tlie  people  as 
tlieir  representative  man.  It  is  not  pos- 
sible snch  "signs  and  wonders"  can 
''•(lecpive  the  elect."  So  far  they  have 
failed  to  deceive  even  the  electors. 

If  tliat  party  feels  it  to  be  nnkiini  to 
remind  it  of  its  |)ast  career,  how  ninst  it 
feel  to  be  reminded  of  its  v>resent  atti- 
tndeV  Once  its  members  professed 
distinct  i>rinciples  ;  all  llnit  ct)nld  be  ob- 
jected to  them  was  that  they  orofHssed 
the  worst  principles  extant.  ljntl)adas 
they  were,  tliey  were  more  bi-coming 
than  this  utter  abjuration  of  all  minci- 
ples.  You  may  not  like  to  employ,  but 
you  do  ni">t  wholly  despise,  the  zealot 
wiio  coMsistently  asserts  that  sai-sapa- 
rilla  will  cure  every  disease  and  so  urges 
it  upon  evei'y  i)atient;  but  who  can  re- 
spect the  charlatan  who  persistently 
cries  to  the  sick,  '"give  me  your  money 
and  you  may  take  what  remedies  you 
please?" 

When  in  1860  Democrats  said,  "Con- 
tinue us  in  povvei' and  we  will  tleck  the 
Territories  witii  slavery  ;"  when  in  1864 
they  said,  '"restore  us  to  power  and  we 
will  barter  with  rebels,  giving  freedom 
for  \)eace ; "  when  in  186S  tiiey  said 
again,  "  restore  us  to  ijower  and  we  v\'ill 
abrogate  three  j^>'eat  amendments  to  the 
Constitution,  secure  irovernnient  to 
white  men,  and  return  slavery  to  col- 
ored men,"  it  could  only  be  replied  that 
such  invitations  were  very  unattractive. 
But  when  in  1872  they  cried,  '-restore 
us  to  otlice  once  more  ami  we  will  do 
eveiything  that  anybody  wants  done." 
the  invitation  was  utterly  repulsive. 
And  when  they  supplement  this 
brazen  indifference  to  princii)le  by 
a.  st.olid  indifference  to  trutli  ;  when, 
wearv  of  opposing  the  measures  of  the 
majority,  they  combine  to  assail  their 
characters  ;  when  they  abandon  false 
reasoning  only  to  resort  to  false  asser- 
tion, they  exhibit  an  opposition  hard  if 
not  impossible  to  i)arallt  1. 

And  yet  that  opposition,  while  it  never 
was  so  1). id,  was  never  so  dangerous  as 
now.  People  can  better  judge  the  mer- 
its of  a  measure  than  the  meiits  of  a 
man.  They  can  nnire  readily  detect  a 
fallacious  argument  than  a  false  state- 
ment.    When  the  op'positicni  denounced 


Republicans  as  misguided  statesmen, 
the  people  could  safely  compare  our 
measures  with  tiieiis,  and  judge  which 
were  best.  But  when  they  denounce 
Republicans  as  thieves  it  is  not  so  easy 
to  try  the  truth  of  theassertion.  Besides 
two  circumstances  give  slight  color  to 
thatallegation.  First,  Re|niblicans  have 
possession  of  the  (Government,  and  have 
the  iiest  chance  to  i>eeulate.  Second. 
It  has  been  the  esfiecial  lal)0r  of  the 
present  Administration  to  detect  and 
imnisli  peculation.  »ome  cases  have  been 
found. 

He  was  a  great  stateman,  as  well  as  a 
great  poet,  who  made  Cassias  say  : 

"In  such  a  time  (is  this  it  is  not  meet 
1  hat  fvory  nice  offense  slioulU  Ijear  liis  com- 
uieiit.  " 

However  specious  tliat  tlieory  may 
sound,  many  areat  rulers  have  been  com- 
lielled  in  turbulent  times  to  practice 
upon  it.  William  III  was  an  honest 
magistrate.  He  had  a  world  to  tight, 
and  he  was  compelled  to  be  very  lenient 
toward  the  treasons  of  Godojpliiu  and 
Ma,rll)orough.  He  was  slow  to  punish 
the  embezzlements  of  Torrum'tfui,  and 
he  never  did  punisii  thema.nifold  rascal- 
ities of  Urtord.  During  the  struggle 
and  excitement  which  attended  the  re- 
bellion some  bad  men  found  I  heir  way 
intopul)licemploymeuts.  Mr.  Lincobi's 
administration  was  too  much  occupied 
With  graver  matters  to  keepstiict  watch 
of  eveiy  individual  offender.  Tiie  ad- 
ministiation  wliicdi  succeeded  was  quite 
as  unpiepared  for  that  duty.  Congress 
was  then  much  absorbed  in  the  great 
work  of  reconstruction,  and  the  Presi- 
dent was  not  happily  fitted  to  ci  iticise 
otlicial  niisconduct.  But  the  ]ueseut 
.\dministration  has  no  exemption  from 
that  work.  If  it  is  not  attended  to  now, 
tlie  Administration,  and  not  the  times, 
must  be  held  responsible.  Ibit  it  is  at- 
tended to.  It  is  prosecuted  with  that 
inllexible  energy  vvhicli  has  character- 
ized every  hU.or  led  by  President  Giant. 
Siune  offenses  have  been  expo.^ed.  And 
every  time  a  rogue  lias  been  punished 
the  opposition  has  shouted:  "See  how 
corrupt  Republicans  are!"  It  is  as  if, 
whenever  a  surgeon  removes  a  tumor 
from  his  patient  the  nn>b  should  shout: 
■•Ilovv  veiy  rotten  the  doctor  must  be!" 
So,  this  unlliuching  ril'orm  is  prosecuted 
at  the  risk  of  this  twofold  peril:  First. 
Kvery  time  we  remove  a  ias<;al  we  lend 
plausibility  to  Democratic  calumny. 
Second,  hvery  time  we  punish  one  we 
make  a  Democrat.  For  a  few  years  that 
party  has  l)een  recruited,  not  only  by 
those  knaves  we   have  dismissed  from 
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office,  but  by  a  still  larger  number  who 
hav(;  been  unable  to  gtt  otlice.  It  is  not 
iiupos.sible  that  by  this  |)rocess  they  ]nay 
in  time  recover  a  laajoi'ity.  Good  m^u 
can  not,  without  uueasiuess,  contem- 
plate tlie  possibility  ot  tlie  country  once 
more  falling  into  the  ciuitrol  of  tlisit 
parly,  when,  in  addition  to  the  devils 
winch  always  jtiiralyzed  it  for  any  noble 
effoit,  it  siiall  have  been  re  ent'oiced  by 
all  tiie  uncle;tu  spirits  expelled  from  tlie 
Eepubbcan  party. 

INTERNAL   REFOllM. 

The  success  which  lias  attended  the 
effort  of  this  Ailinitiistration  to  effect 
internal  refoi-m  is  forcibly  indicated,  but 
only  piii'tialiy  measured,  by  these  facts: 

First.  In  thirteen  years  it  has  not  once 
been  forced  to  resort  to  lo.nis  except  by 
tlie  exigencies  of  w.ir.  Our  rivals  in 
popular  favor,  as  has  b^en  seen,  repeat- 
edly resorted  to  loans  in  time  of  peace. 

ISecond.  In  six  years  taxes  liave  been 
remitted  ;it  various  times  amounting  to 
more  than  three  hundred  millions  an- 
nually. 

Third.  The  principal  of  the  public 
debt  lias  been  reduced  in  tiie  same  time 
bytiiesum  of  three  hundred  and  titty- 
five  million  dollars. 

Fourth..  The  Treasury  note  has  been 
appreciated  from  76  2-10  per  cent.,  its 
gold  value  in  March.  1S69.  to  89  -J-IO  per 
cent.,  its  i?old  value  in  M;irch  last. 

Fittli.  In  spite  of  the  limuicial  disas- 
ters which  overtook  the  country  in  Sep- 
tember, 1.S73,  the  public  debt  was  dimiii- 
Islied  nearly  live  millions  during  the 
fiscal  vear  just  ended 
•  'Sixth.  The  cost  of  the  Government, 
excludinir  expen<1itures  for  improve- 
ments and  dislmrsemeiits  made  neces- 
sary to  im^et  obligations  imposed  on  us 
by  the  relxllion,  was  less  per  capita  dur- 
ing the  last  fiscal  year  th.an  during  the 
year  ending  June  30,  1860. 

Bad  men.  doubtless,  are  still  left  in 
the  Ue|)ublican  party,  as  bad  men  are 
in  the  Democratic  partv.  So  good  men 
are  in  botli  parties.  The  difference  is 
this  :  In  spite  of  the  bad  men  in  the 
former,  it  has  in  thirteen  years  raised 
the  country  higher  in  true  national 
greatness  than  any  country  was  ever 
raised  before  in  the  same  length  of  time; 
while,  because  of  bad  men  in  tlie  other 
party,  tin  country  constantly  declined  in 
character  and  dignity  whiie  it  bad  con- 
trol. A  partv  better  than  either,  loftier 
in  its  aspiiatioiis,  wiser  in  its  methods, 
bolder  in  its  endeavors,  is  umiuestion- 
ably  desirable.  Such  a  party  might  be 
attaineil.if  the  wise,  the  upright,  and  the 
patriotic  in  the  Democratic  ranks  would 


unite  themselves  with  the  like  in  the 
Republican  organization.  But  it  is  im- 
possible to  frame  sucii  a  party  by  le-en- 
forcing  the  effete  Democracy,  which  has 
not  achieved  a  single  noble  end,  nor  .set 
before  the  country  a  single  nolde  aim  in 
forty  years,  v,ntii  all  the  reckless  adven- 
turers and  huii'^ry  place-hunters  Vv^ho  in 
former  years  tiocked  to  the  Republican 
party,  not  to  aid  its  enterprises,  but  to 
batten  on  its  strength. 

ELECT   REPUBLICANS. 

You  are  about  to  select  Hepresonta- 
tives  to  a  new  Congress.  We  earnestly 
entreat  you  to  send  the  truest  and  ablest 
Republican  you  have.  But  we  entreat 
you  to  send  iiepublicans  and  not  l>enu)- 
crats.  You  will  send  one  or  the  other. 
No  matter  what  the  individual  may  call 
himself,  or  what  disguise  he  may  wear, 
he  will  be  a  Republican  or  a  Democrat. 
There  is  at  present  no  room  for  any 
other  style  in  our  politics.  If  you  do 
not  mean  to  retrace  thepast  you  will 
select  Hepublicaiis  and  not  Democrats. 
If  you  mean  to  go  forward  in  the  future, 
you  will  select  Republicans  and  not 
Democrats. 

OUR   MISSION   NOT   ENDED. 

It  is  sometimes  said  the  mission  of 
the  Republican  party  is  accomplished. 
If  by  that  no  more  is  meant  than  that 
tlie  party  has  discharged  every  trust 
heretofore  committed  to  it,  we  admit  it. 
It  has  been  thought  when  one  was  found 
faitiiful  over  a  few  things  that  was  a 
good  reason  for  trusting  him  witli  more 
tilings.  Can  you  do  better  than  be  in- 
structed by  such  an  example  V  Es)ie- 
cially  since  you  must  employ  either  the 
party  which  you  say  has  fuUilled  every 
trust,  or  employ  that  only  otlier  party 
which  has  betrayed  every  trust. 

The  occasion  for  political  effort  has 
not  passed.  American  progress  is  not 
ended.  Other  labors  lie  before  you, 
lighter  perhaps,  but  not  light. 

First.  You  have  to  see  that  what  is 
done  shall  not  be  undone.  Republican- 
ism offers  you  the  best  security  against 
retrogression. 

Second.  You  have  to  see  that  the 
work  of  reform  goes  forward.  Three 
great  labors  demand  your  present  con- 
sideration. 

The  fourteenth  amendment  to  the 
Constitution  is  not  yet  enforced  by  "'ap- 
propriate legislation."  Millions  of 
American  citizens  are  denied  even  11)6 
common  law  rights  of  locomotion  be- 
cause they  are  l>lack.  If  sucli  wrongs  are 
to  be  redressed,  the  Kepublican  party 
alone  can  do  it. 


ADDRESS    OF    THE    UNION   REPUBLICAN   CONGRESSIONAL    COMMITTEE.      13 


THE   CUKKENCY. 

The  cuneijcy  is  in  an  iibiionii.il  cudi- 
tioii,  uiid  luusL  be  refoniieil.  it  is  un- 
di)iibLfdl>  true  tliuttlie  liepiiblicau  |);iily 
is  not  iiyreed  how  to  el't'ect  that  rt-fuiiu. 
JMeiilu'ristlieDeaiucralic  iiarty.  Neither 
party,  as  such,  yet  sees  cleaiiy  the  ri,4ht 
way.  i>ut  tliere  are  reasons  for  be- 
lieving? that  thy  !iei)ublican  parly  rather 
than  its  rival  can  best  treat  tins  great 
question  of  the  linances  : 

1.  As  tiie  former  has,  hitherto,  found 
the  true  way  through  graver  dilheulties, 
so  we  beheve  it  is  more  apt  to  liiid  the 
true  way  "tlirough  tliis. 

2.  You  ah'eady  !iave  abundaut  assur- 
ance tliat  when  Ki'i)ubhcan8  discover 
the  true  way  tliey  will  pursue  it.  That 
assurance  has  not  as  yet  been  given  by 
the  other  party. 

3.  Tiie  Ivcpublican  party  in  the  future, 
as  in  the  [liist,  will  see  to  it  that  the  na- 
tional credit  suffers  no  detriment  and 
that  the  national  houor  is  p'reserved. 

INTERNAL   C030IEKCE. 

Our  internal  commerce  demands  addi- 
tional and  less  expensive  facilities.  Tlie 
volume  of  that  commerce  has  grown  in 
these  lusty  times  to  enormous  propor- 
tions. 

Grejit  as  has  been  the  increase  of 
transpoitatiou  facilities  since  the  ad- 
vent of  the  ilepublican  party,  they  ha,ve 
not  kept  pace  vvitii  the  deniiind  for  them. 
Not  only  do  immense  bulks  seek  move- 
ment, but  they  require  to  be  moved  over 
vast  distances.  The  surplus  products  of 
those  almost  unlimited  Ijasins — that  be- 
tween the  Alleghany  and  Rocky  Moun- 
tains and  that  between  the  latter  range 
and  the  Sierra  JNevadas — require  to  be 
diitped  out  into  the  ocean  on  either  side. 
Production  is  not  onlyso  vast  in  amount, 
but  it  is  so  unequally  dislrilnited  1 

Of  the  spring  wheat  grown  in  the 
United  States,  Wisconsin  and  fowa  raise 
nearly  one-half.  Of  the  winter  wheat, 
Indiana,  and  Ohio  produce  nearly  one- 
third.  Of  the  corn  raised,  Illinois  alone 
grows  one-sixth.  (Jf  the  tooacco,  Ken- 
tucky raises  nearly  one-half.  Nine 
States  raise  nearly  all  the  cotton  con- 
sumed in  tills  country,  and  much  of  that 
consumeri  in  Enroi)e. 

The  cotton  fabrics  manufactured  in 
tlie  United  States  in  1S7U  were  valued  at 
one  hundred  and  tifty-seven  millions. 
Of  those  lifty-nine  millions  were  manu- 
factured in  ISIassacliusetts.  Of  course 
the  distribution  of  these  and  the  great 
variety  of  other  commodities  necessi- 
tates avast  amount  of  transi)ortaiio:«i. 
Eleven  States  occupying  the  Mississippi 


valley  send  to  nsarket  annually  a  surplus 
of  its  cereal  products  equal  to  SUO.OOO  UUO 
I  bushels. 

I  To  clieaiien  the  carriage  of  that  single 
commodity  by  the  amount  of  only  ten 
cents  per  bushel  is  a  saving  of  thirty 
millions  to  the  people. 

Various  ex[)edients  have  been  sug- 
gested for  lessening  the  cost  of  trans- 
portation. In  some  of  the  Stales  it  has 
l)een  pro|)osed  to  place  railway  fares  and 
freights  under  the  control  of  "the  State, 
The  objections  to  that  expedient  are  so 
serious  that  it  slioiild  not  l)e  embraced, 
if  a  better  one  can  be  found.  This  coun- 
try is  so  new,  so  raw,  and  so  nndevel- 
oi)ed,  the  demands  lor  caitilal  are  so 
many  and  so  urgent,  that  any  tjobcy 
which  would  teiui  to  drive  capital  from 
us  should  be  avoided  if  possi'bI{»,  The 
State  is  but  the  aggregate  of  the  people 
in  the  State 

The  people  ai-e  the  purchasers  of  trans- 
portation. 

The  railway  companies  have  trans- 
portation to  sell. 

The  law  also  holds  railroad  companies 
to  be  common  c;irriers,  and  so  bountl  to 
carry  for  all  when  the  price  is  paid.  It 
is  novv  a  mooted  question  whether  that 
price  shall  be  named  by  the  comi)anie8 
or  l>y  the  peojile— tlie  sellers  or  the  pur- 
chasers of  tlie  article.  AViiich  of  these 
two  parties  is  leuMlly  authorized  to  fix 
that  price  is  probably  determin.d  by  the 
laws  under  which  the  several  compruiies 
are  organized;  but  which  of  them  can  iu 
fact  fix  it  is  a  different  question. 

It  is  manifest  that  if  the  company  be 
allowed  to  llx  the*  price  they  may  de- 
mand too  mucli.  Venders  of  all  com- 
modities are  very  apt  to  want  ail  they 
can  get.  (Jn  the  contrary,  if  the  i)eoi!le 
or  their  agents  fix  the  price  they  may  set 
It  too  low.  Purchasers  are  very  apt  to 
want  commodities  as  cheap  as  tiiey  can 
be  had.  It  is  not  probable  that  either 
party  to  the  transaction  would  always 
hit  ui)on  the  exact  equivalent.  Tiie  coil- 
sequences  of  a  mistake  would  probably 
be  found  most  injurious,  if  made  by  the 
people.  If  the  company  makes  the  mis- 
take, and  cliarges  too  nuich,  no  one  is 
obliged  to  employ  it.  The  producer  does 
his  own  carrying  before  the  railway  is 
built.  He  has  the  perfect  right  to  do  so 
after  it  is  built.  So,  every  company  is 
compelled  by  the  laws  of  trade,  even  if 
municipal  law  is  silent,  to  carry  products 
cheaper  than  the  producer  can  carry 
them,  or  he  will  not  have  them  to  carry. 
The  company  must  also  carry  them  at  a 
profit  to  the  producer,  else  the  product 
will  cease.    The  farmers  of  Iowa  will 


ADDRESS    OF    THE    UNIOX    REPUBLICAN    C0XGRE3SI0NAL    COMxMITTEE. 


send  no  wheat  to  Cliicago,  unless  the 
rOads  will  tr;.uisv)ort  it  at  prict'S  which 
will  yieltl  a  pioiit  to  tlie  producer. 

Tlie  cai'i'ier  must  eai'u  money  for  the 
producer  as  well  as  for  himself,  else  he 
will  soon  have  not-luiio;  to  carry.  It  is 
as  absurd  for  the  railways  to  demand 
more  for  transportatiou  tliau  tlie  pro- 
ducer can  afford  to  i)ay  as  it  was  for  the 
man  in  the  f.ible  to  endeavor  to  get  two 
golden  eggs  each  day  from  his  hen — the 
attempt  to  do  so  was  denth  to  the  hen. 

Under  favorable  conditions,  indeed, 
the  carrier  n)ay  deuiand  and  receive 
more  than  a  fair  share  of  the  profits  of 
production.  U  here  such  is  tiie  case, 
when  the  State  finds  the  producer  makes 
but  ten  per  cent.,  while  the  carrier 
makes  fifteen  or  twenty  per  cent.,  it  is 
very  easy  and  perfectly  legitimate  for  it 
to  say  to  the  company  :  "•  Tlie  work  you 
do  can  be  done  for  less  money  ;  we  will 
pay  you  for  your  road  what  it  will  cost 
to  build  such  another,  or  you  may  keep 
your  rt>ad  and  we  will  build  another." 
60  the  people  are  not  helpless  against 
exorbitant  cliarges. 

On  the  contrary,  if  the  people  set  the 
price,  and  set  it  too  low,  the  consequences 
may  be  graver.  The  company  has  no  op- 
tion. It  must  accept  the  price  named 
or  not  run.  Jf  the  rates  named  will  af- 
ford a  slight  return  on  the  capital,  ex- 
isting companies  uiay  continue  to  run, 
but  no  more  ca()ital  will  encounter  like 
risks.  If  the  rates  will  yield  no  return, 
the  road  can  not  be  run.  Company  and 
community,  in  that  case,  arealike  ruined. 
Tills  exi)ed lent  seems  to  be  too  hazardous 
to  adopt,  if  a  better  can  be  found. 

Another  expedient  is  to  build  a  double 
track  railway  between  the  Mississippi 
and  the  Atlantic  over  which  any  party 
may  run  trains,  and  all  trains  to  run  with 
the  same  rate  of  speed.  This  is  worthy 
of  careful  consideration. 

A  third  expedient,  and  the  most  im- 
portant of  all,  is  that  proposed  by  the 
Senate  Committee  on  "  Transportation 
Routes  tothe  Seaboard."  That  jiroposes 
to  open  or  enlarge  several  different 
water  channels  between  the  Mississippi 
and  the  Atlantic.  We  invite  your  ear- 
nest and  careful  consideratiou  of  that 
proposal.  It  is  asserted  that  by  an  ex- 
penditure of  twenty  millions  per  year 
for  six  or  seven  years  new^  channels  may 
be  opened  which  will  lessen  the  cost  of 
transporting  tiie  grain  product  of  the 
Mississippi  vallev  alone  in  the  sum  of 
$42.0(J0,(JUa  annually.  The  figures  are 
startling,  but  are  far  f nun  imTprobable. 
The  expenditure  proposed  seems  large. 
but  c(>H9p«E«d  with  the  resources  of  the 


people  it  is  trifling.  The  wealtli  of  the 
nation  is  not  less  than  thirty  thousand 
millions.  He  who  has  an  estate  of  thirty 
thousand  dollars  can  not  be  distressed  by 
liaying  tVventy  dollars  a  year  for  six  years. 
Besides,  a  natif)n  which  has  si)ent  three 
thousand  millions  of  treasure  and  an 
ocean  of  life  for  peace  will  not  hesitate 
to  spend  a  hundred  and  twenty  million 
dollars  for  prosperity. 

Tlie  i)racticability  of  relief  through 
governmental  action  is  being  ascertained 
by  an  able  commission  constituted  by  a 
recent  act  of  Congress. 

But  whatever  may  or  may  not  be  ex- 
pedient to  be  d(me,  this  much  seems  cer- 
tain :  If  the  JVational  Gt)vernmeiit  is  to 
do  anything  whatever  to  cheapen  trans- 
portation, only  the  Republican  party  can 
be  relied  upon  to  do  it.  The  Democratic 
party  has  forsworn  all  such  lab(U-s. 
Long  ago  they  determined  the  Constitu- 
tion would  not  permit  the  Government 
to  remove  an  obstruction  from  a  harbor 
or  a  river.  It  is  vain  to  suppose  they 
will  find  now  authority  to  build  canals 
or  construct  railways.  But  we  are  not 
left  in  doubt  as  to  their  })resent  disi)osi- 
tions.  Two  votes  given  during  tiie  ])ast 
session,  one  in  the  Senate  on  Mr. 
Windom's  amendment  to  the  river 
and  harbor  bill,  and  one  in  the  House  on 
Mr.  McCrary's  railway  bill, will  prove,  be- 
yond all  doubt,  that  theDemocracts,  like 
the  Bourbons,  liavelearnednothing  uood, 
even  if  they  liave  forgot  anything  ijad. 

Upon  all  these  considerations,  for  all 
these  reasons, "we  think  you  should  send 
Republicans  and  not  Democrats  to  the 
next  Congress.  If  you  cherish  the  deeds 
of  the  recent  past,  and  would  not  see 
them  undone  ;  if  you  respect  tiie  pres- 
ent, and  would  not  disgrace  it;  or  if  you 
have  liope  of  the  future,  and  would  re- 
alize that  hope,  we  urge  you  to  send  Re- 
publicans, and  not  Democrats  to  the 
next  Congress. 


John  A.  Logan, 
Z.  Chandlkr, 

A.   H.   CUAIGEN, 
hCQENE    HaLB, 

Geo,  W.  Uendi'K, 

IIknuY   h     J'lERC-:, 
J.  M.   I'endlei  on, 
il.  H,  Starkweather, 
'i'Hos.  C.  Platt, 
Makcus  L.  Ward, 
Simon  Cameron, 

\VM.    J.   ALBEf.T, 

John  F.   )>Kais, 
C.  L.  CoiiB, 


John  Cobttrn, 
N.  P.  Chitman, 
H.   E.  Havenw, 

S.    B.    CONOVER, 

J. W.  Flanagan, 
James  w  ilbon, 
G    W.  Hazi.eton, 
.■^.  O,  HoroHioN, 

J.    R.     LOKLAND, 
H.    n.    ■  TRAIT, 

J.  n.  Mitchell, 
S.  A.  «;oi!B, 
a.  1.  borkman, 
Wm.  M.  Stewart, 


llTCHARD   H.  W^HITELEY,        P.  W.   HiTCHCOCK, 

Geo.  F.  Spencer,  Powell  Clayton, 

Geo.  C.  McKee,  S.  J{.  Chapfbe, 

J.  R.  West,  R.  C.  McCormick, 

II  .  S.  BONDY,  S.  B.  Flkins, 

J.  M.  Thornburg, 

Union  Remthlican 

Congressional  Committee. 
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Amount  of  Reduction  of  tha  Public 
Debt  During  the  Five  Y^ars  and 
Four  Months  fi'cm  I\ffarch  1,  1869, 
to  Ju?y  1,  1874. 

Decrease  from  Alurcli  1,  1S09,  to  July' 1, 
1S73 $377.G44,o46  44 

Decivasp  from  .July  1, 1873. 

to  -July  1, 1874 4.730.472  41 

Total 382,:i75,01S  85 

From  tlie  above  figures  it  will  be  seen 
that  uotwitlistaiuling  the  general  pros- 
tration of  business  duiiug  the  past  tiscal 
year,  and  the  fact  that  no  new  taxes 
have  been  assessed,  the  public  debt  has 
been  reduced  nearly  five  million  dollars. 
Integrity  of  administration  and  the 
practice  of  strict  economy  alone  enabled 
the  (Tovernment  to  make  so  favorable  a 
showing. 

mam   

Public  Credit— Borrowing  Power  of 
the  Government. 
The  following  is  thw  realized  rate  of 
interest  on  Government  stocks  : 

P.T  cent. 

First  four  montlis  of  1861,  just  prior 
to  the  brciiking  out  of  the  rebel- 
lion, o  per  cent,  stocks 8.14 

March,  ISGS,  couimenCHment  of 
thud  year  of  .Jolinson's  Adminis- 
tration. 1U-40.S,  5  per  cent 7.15 

March,  1869,  10  40s,  5  per  cent 6  43 

July  1.  1S72,  10-40.S,  5  per  cent 5.03 

Comparative  Expenditures. 

Total  expenditures  for  the  year  ended 
June  30.  1873 $292,177,188  25 

Deduct  for  expenses  grow- 
ing out  of  tlie  war,  such 
HS  pensions,  interest, 
claims,  collection  of  in- 
ternal revenue, addition- 
al cost  of  army  and 
navy  payments,  for  il- 
legal captures,  suppres- 
sion of  Ku  klux  and 
other  disturbances,  &c..  214.642,081  03 

Total  net  currency  ex- 
penditure for  ordinary 
purposes,  1871 77,535.107  22 

Reduced  to  a  gold  basis,  the  average 
price  of  gold  having  been  112.3,  gives 
expenditure  ou  gold  and  i)eace  ba- 
sis   $69,042,838  13 

Expenditures  under  Bu- 
chanan, (Ml  a  gold  and 
peace  basis,  1860 61,402,408  61 


Per  capita  under  Buchan- 
an. 1800  

Per  capita  under  Grant, 
1871 


1  98 
1  77 


Table   Slinicing  Expenditures  per   Capita 
from  the  Year  1800  to  1871,  Inclusive. 


Year.        Population. 

E.xpcndi- 
tures. 

5* 
3 

1^00 1      .').30.'),9i') 

1810 1      7.'2;«S14 

182) I      !),63S,131 

1830  ;     12.  86;!,  020 

1840 17.1)69  4)3 

18,ii 23  ll»1.876 

181)1 31, 4-13.  321 

]8';o 1    3I.41.3.321 

1870 i    .SS.5.)5,9-3> 

1871 38,911,616  5 

SlO,S-3  97!  01 
8  474,7.")3  .37 
18.  -iS  .  .534  8  1 
l.-j  142.  lOS  26 
24.3  l,.518  1!) 
40  l4-'.3-\3  12 
63,  02.')  788  98 

•'^61,4  2,408  6 1 

i69,  042,  83S  IS 

2  038 

1  171 
1.187 
1.176 
1.424 
1.766 

2  004 
1.9)2 

5    1.80 
I    1.77 

*lJi.'ibnrsieinenls  after  (leihictin-jf  items  not 
in  reality  foi-  current.  expemlMur,  .s. 

tE.-sipeiKliture*  after  deiliicinij  <l:sbur.;o- 
tnents  inci'Ionv  to  tlie  war.  :iiil  not  proi)ei'Iy 
ciiargealjle  to  current  co.st  of  Ailniinistr.tiion. 

Reduction  of  Taxation. 

The  following  exhibits  the  estimated 
reduction  of  annual  internal  taxation 
and  customs  duties  under  the  laws  men- 
tioned : 

Act  of  July  13,  1866  $65,000,000  00 

Act  of  March  2,  1867 40.000.000  00 

Act  of  Feljruary  3,  1868  ..     23,000,000  00 
Acts  of  March  1  and  July 

20,  1868 45.000,000  00 

Act  of  July  14,  1870  78,848.827  33 

Acts  of  May  1  and  .June  6, 

1872 ." 51,823,761  38 

Net  total  reduction  of  an- 
nual taxation  from  July 
13,  1866,  to  June  6.  1872..  303,672,588  71 
That  this  vast  reduction  of  taxation 
should  be  accomplished  within  six  years, 
immediately  following  the  close  of  the 
war  for  the  preservation  of  the  Union, 
and  that,  during  the  same  period,  the 
national  debt  should  also  be  reduced  and 
refundeil  to  the  extent  of  saving,  annu- 
ally,  $20,000,000  of    interest,    certainly 
evinces   botii    good  statesmanship   and 
careful  economy. 

Collection  of  Internal  Revenue. 

The  number  of  persons  employed  in 
the  collectif)n  of  internal  revenue  in 
1866  was  8,599;  number  employed  for  the 
same  purpose  in  1873,3.533 — a  reduction 
of  5,066. 
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TABLE    OF    COMPARATIVE    APPROPRIATIONS    FOR    THE 
FISCAL  YEARS  1874  AND  1875. 


Title  of  a;,propriation  bills. 

b'or  fiscal  year 

30,   1^74. 

Kor  fiscal  yi-ar 
011(1  iiiij;  June 
30,  1875. 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

Navv 

S-22.  '27'.;.  ■:57  65 

3  ,7  0.''ii>J  .SI 

i.,«)9  000  00 

■23  753  «3 :  Sti 

5.54  ,4vS  90 

311  317  5;; 

1-2  <i7s,tis  i;  i 

0  ;i') ;  (;o.'  no 

1  ;;ii.:;:i:)  oo 

SO.  4  0  00  1  00 

31.  ISU  l-i9  09 

(i,  ]0.>  OUO  ;  0 

$fi.S18.  "40  'JO 

27.  7.S'\  .50  1  00 

904,  (10  00 

21,(;13,SS0  ^0 

5  0")(j.  171  00 

339  :-35  0  '■ 

4  os;i,  ;iil  -jii 
r>  4:17.  SI  :  0' 
."..4ii:i  104  0:) 

29,930.000  00 
2(i  K95:545  2:. 

5  21S,i-0  00 

$5  4r>7  311  45 
4, 1  07,  OS  SI 

995  OUO  00 

I.egi-IatiVf,  I'XuciUivB.  uu.l  jiMiui.il. . 

""$il-i  jij'i;')' 

3,139,753  Of! 

4  482  m 

^891,.")04  3t 

101,211  00 
«2,  ,14  M5  0) 

(.'onsnlai-  anfl  (liploinauc 

P   llSlOll 

.50  1,  00:»  OJ 

5, 290  5^3  84 

SSI.  900  00 

Total...; 



20  Su3, 0  .6  06 

EKpenditu^cs  for  1874.— The  final  tabular  st^atements  of  tlifi  total  fxpemlitures  for  the  fiscal 
5"ear  eiKliiii;-  Jiiie3»,  1S74  have  not  been  ooiiipletod  but  apDroxiiiiate  estimates  sho^v  that 
there  s  no  -substantial  cl  ff.irence  between  the  items  of  expenditures  of  the  last  two  fiscal  years, 
except  as  to  Interest  and  refund  of  duties. 

*  Tile  increase  of  two  million  is  cjvu^ed  by  the  award  of  the  mixed  cimmisiion  under  the 
Treaty  of  Washington  to  iiritish  claimants  for  war  damages. 


Genfral  Results  Attained 

1.  The  debt  iaiposetl  by  Democratic 
treason  reduced  $382,3/5,018  So  in  live 
years  and  four  months. 

2.  The  financial  power  and  credit  of 
the  Government  advanced  more  than 
thirty-tiiree  per  cent. 

3.  Thep^r  capita  expenditures  for  Gov- 
ernment i^ervice,  upon  a  gold  and  peace 
basis,  reiluced  below  the  cost  of  any 
Democratic  administration  within  the 
last  thirty  years. 

4.  The  expenditures  for  governmental 
purposes,  except  those  chargeable  to  the 
rebellion  and  to  permanent  and  produc- 
tive improvements,  liave  been  steadily 
retliiced. 

o.  The  mechanical,  professional,  cora- 
r.ierclal,  and  agricultural  interests  of  the 
people  favorably  progressing,  and  our 
citizens  better  clad,  subsisted,  and  paid 
than  those  of  any  other  country. 

6.  Laws  repealed  which  provided  for 


t!)e  annual  levy  and  collection  of  more 
than  $300,000,000  of  taxes;  the  products 
of  industry  and  the  necessaries  of  life 
relieved  from  further  injpositimi.  The 
remaining  cliarges  for  suppressing  the 
Democratic  rebellion  to  be  defrayed  by 
imposts  and  taxes  on  luxuries  mainly. 

7.  Measures  have  been  institiited  by 
which  the  facilities  for  inter-State  com- 
merce are  to  be  increased  to  the  advaut- 
iige  of  the  jiroducts  of  industry. 

8.  The  reduction  of  $882,000,000  in  the 
principal  of  the  public  debt  will  save  to 
the  people  annually  $20,000,000  in  the 
outlay  for  interest. 

9.  The  better  protection  of  immigrants, 
in  their  transit  across  the  ocean  and  af- 
ter their  arrival  in  the  country,  lias  been 
provided  for  by  appropriate  legislation. 

Note — This  document  can  be  obtained  of 
the  Union  Republican  Congrissional  Oommit- 
tee  at  one  doll  ir  per  hundred,  postage  paid  by 
the  Comaiittee, 


« 


